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Worksheet 2: Journey into Your Past (continued)

Discussion Questions

	 1. 	� What are examples of situations in which family members might find themselves on a 
“side” of history? Would you want to know what roles family members played in these 
situations?

	 2. 	� Do you think it is important to understand your family’s history—including “untold 
stories” and controversial aspects? 

	 3. 	 How do people wrestle with the good and bad in their family (or personal) history?

	 4. 	� What would you do if a relative invited you on a trip to discover a controversial aspect of 
your family’s past? Would you go? Given what you know about your family, where do you 
think you would travel? With whom would you speak?
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Answer Key
Worksheet 1
	 1. 	� The DeWolfe family lived in the North (Rhode Island); they were the largest slave-trading family in U.S. history. 

By the end of his life, slave trader James DeWolfe had reportedly became the second richest man in the United 
States.

	 2. 	� Her 88-year-old grandmother mailed her a booklet in which she had written a few sentences about slave trading 
ancestors. Browne later sent a letter to 200+ family members asking if they would go on a trip to trace the slave 
trade and their family’s involvement in it from Rhode Island to Cuba to Ghana and back. Ten family members, 
some of whom had never met, went on the trip, and Browne made a documentary based on it. 

	 3. 	 Answers will vary. Some of the themes include:

		  •  �People are trying to sort out individual vs. collective guilt, responsibility, and accountability. Do I—do we as a 
collective—need to take responsibility for something our ancestors did?

		  •  �People aren’t sure what to do about the situation—what do we do about historical wrongs—or people feel you 
can’t right them.

		  •  �People definitely feel the legacy of slavery (e.g., wealth gaps, access to opportunity, etc.). 

		  •  �People didn’t remember or don’t learn important aspects of our history.

		  •  �People aren’t comfortable talking about race, or black Americans are but white Americans aren’t.

	 4. 	� Answers will vary. Browne says she feels more “grounded in herself and her whiteness” and has a much better 
understanding of how to “connect the dots between the past and the present.” She also feels “different in terms of 
interactions around race.”

	 5. 	 Answers will vary.

Worksheet 2
	 1. 	� Examples: Nazis/Jews, Jews/Palestinians, Vietnamese/American soldiers, settlers and Native Americans/Trail of 

Tears, Tutsis/Hutus (Rwanda), British/Scots, murderer/family of the victim

	2–4. 	 Answers will vary.


