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Maine and Maryland collaborate on school math program 
 

(PORTLAND, ME) August 18 — More than 10,000 eighth- and ninth-grade students in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland, will start school using an innovative mathematics program developed in partnership 
with a Maine education company.  
 
The Maryland Algebra/Data Analysis Program (MD ADA) was developed through a collaboration 
between Prince George’s County and Walch Education, a progressive educational publishing firm based 
in Portland, ME.  The MD ADA provides materials for a full-year course that: 

·  addresses Maryland’s Core Learning Goals; 
·  prepares students for Maryland’s High School Assessments (HSAs); and 
·  supports a variety of instructional models, including problem-based instruction and hands-on 

learning, to meet the learning needs of a diverse student body. 
 

Jill Rosenblum, Director of Standards and Assessment at Walch Education, said that “the MD ADA is 
really a different sort of program than most teachers are used to working with. We sat down with Prince 
George’s County experts and asked them, ‘What will support long-term math achievement? What kinds 
of instructional models can we develop that will bring the greatest value?’ The result is a program that 
prepares them for the MSA or the HSA by helping them to master algebra and data analysis.” 
 
The MD ADA is a full-year program with more than 180 hours of instruction. Packaged in Teacher 
Resource Binders and hardbound Student Resource Books, it contains lessons, reproducible activity 
sheets, test practice materials, hands-on activities for small-group work, and much more.   
 
“We developed the Resource Binder as a toolkit for teachers,” notes Rosenblum.  “Something that’s 
flexible enough for them to teach across a wide range of students. At the same time, it provides the broad-
based instruction that gives students a solid foundation and prepares them for Algebra I, Geometry, 
Algebra II and beyond.” 
 
Prince George’s County educators are optimistic about the program.  Teachers at a recent professional 
development program for the MD ADA commented that:     
 

·  “(It) helps students to see various hands on activities, to build on the Algebra concepts to help 
them become better problem solvers.” 

 
·  “The students must focus themselves and go beyond crunching numbers to know what the 

numbers mean and when and how to use them.” 
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·  “The layout is helpful and has a lot of useful tools & templates.” 
 

·  “The MD ADA is a great step in making our children problem solvers.” 
 
While developed with Prince George’s County educators, and initially available in that district, the MD 
ADA is suitable and available for implementation throughout Maryland.   
 
About Walch Education   
The Maryland Algebra/Data Analysis Program continues Walch Education’s reputation for extending 
and enhancing learning, with flexible solutions for middle school, high school, and beyond, addressing 
national and state standards as appropriate. Founded 80 years ago, Walch Education’s accessible and 
affordable products are developed by experts and an in-house educational team, in partnership with 
leading schools and districts nationwide. 
 


